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Alison Brimelow took office as President of the European Patent Office on 1 July 2007.  
 
Before that, she had pursued a varied career in the civil service, including experience of 
intellectual property at national, European and international levels.  
 
She joined the British Diplomatic Service in 1973 and later transferred to the Department 
of Trade and Industry (DTI), where she worked in a variety of positions at Headquarters, 
mostly concerned with policy in the EU. In 1991 she joined the UK Patent Office (now the 
UK Intellectual Property Office), where she became head of the Trade Marks Registry. 
 
In 1997 she returned to DTI Headquarters to work on European and international 
competition policy. 
 
In March 1999 Alison Brimelow was appointed Chief Executive and Comptroller General of 
the UK Patent Office, a position she held until December 2003. 
 
From 1999 to 2003 she headed the UK delegation on the Administrative Council of the 
European Patent Organisation. 
 
In 2003 she was elected President of the European Patent Office jointly with Professor 
Alain Pompidou, whose term of office ended in June 2007. She resigned from the UK Civil 
Service on 31 December 2003, but remained part of the UK delegation on the 
Administrative Council, and was the Council's Deputy Chair from December 2003 to 2006. 
 
From November 2004 to December 2006 Alison Brimelow chaired the Steering Board of 
the National Weights and Measures Laboratory. 
 
In February 2005 she was elected Associate Fellow of Templeton College in Oxford 
University's Saïd Business School. 
 
Alison Brimelow was born in 1949. She holds a degree from the University of East Anglia. 
In September 2007 she received an honorary degree of Doctor of Laws from the University 
of Wolverhampton, for services to intellectual property. 
 
In 2005, she was appointed Commander of the Order of the British Empire (CBE). 
 
 

 


	Alison Brimelow's CV

